
Congress 28./29.11.
2025

Volkshaus
ZurichRegistration & Tickets: 

www.muub.online

in
 P

oliti
cs and the Subject

On the Power of the
Unconscious



Our world is coming apart at the seams – fractured, 
fragile, threatening, and increasingly opaque.  
War, terror, and fundamentalism dominate culture 
while technological developments of unimaginable 
scale, unbounded capitalism, and the accelerated 
climate crisis overwhelm us. 

In dialogue with experts across disciplines, we  
ask: What effects do these developments have on 
the individual? What has become of our dreams 
and fantasies? How has our way of living together 
changed: our capacity for attachment, for solidarity, 
for social action? And ultimately: What might  
psychoanalysis, as a subversive project, offer in  
response to the destructive forces shaping  
our time?
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The association ‘MUUB’ (Power and the Subconscious) is an association of analysts from 
Zurich, Berlin, Vienna and Paris. The purpose of the association is to organise congresses, 
conferences and events in the field of psychoanalysis.

https://www.muub.online/en


PROGRAMME
FRIDAY
28.11.2025

PROGRAMME
SATURDAY
29.11.2025

BLOCK 1� 18.00 – 20.30

Politics and Transformation in the Political Sphere
Welcoming speech: Roni Weissberg

Keynote 	 Heinz Bude: Societal Authoritarianism 
	 and Political Authority

Keynote 	 Vera King: Destructiveness in the New 
	 Authoritarianism Socio-Psychological Perspectives

Moderators	 Edith Seifert, Daniel Binswanger
Respondents 	 Julian Hofmann, Egon Garstick

BLOCK 2 � 09.30 – 11.00

Patriarchy and the Politics of Horror

Keynote	 Ida Dominijanni: Forbidden Mourning: 
	 Endless Wars and the Melancholy of Politics

Moderator 	 Julian Schlack 
Respondents 	 Camilla Croce, Adam Lipszyc 

BLOCK 3� 11.30 – 13.00 

Digitality and Complexity

Keynote 	 Felix Stalder: Communication Without a Subject

Moderator 	 Markus Fäh	
Respondents 	 Patrick Landman, Edith Seifert

BLOCK 4� 14.30 – 16.00 

Narrative, Drive, and Politics

Keynote	 Elisabeth Bronfen:  
	 Donald Trump: Con Artist or Sorcerer?

Moderator	 Karl-Josef Pazzini
Respondents	 Salome Lienert, Christian Kläui

BLOCK 5�  16.30 – 18.00

Gender Discourse and Femininity in Contemporary Society

Keynote	 Patricia Gherovici: Psychoanalysis and the Political (…) 

Moderator	 Mai Wegener
Respondents	 Andjela Samardzic, Max Kleiner

CLOSING DISCUSSION� 18.00 – 19.00

Moderators 	 Edith Seifert, Daniel Binswanger, Roni Weissberg
Closing words 	 Markus Fäh

→ ca. 20.30	 Dinner at Volkshaus

→ ca. 13.00	 Lunch at Volkshaus

→ ca 19.30	 Dinner at Volkshaus

  The presentations  
  will be available  

as translated texts  
(D/E), the comments  
and discussions will  
be interpreted synchro-
nously in English.



Keynote: 
Heinz Bude

Keynote: 
Vera King

FRIDAY, 28.11.25� 18.00 – 20.30BLOCK 1
Politics and Transformation  

in the Political Sphere
Societal Authoritarianism 
and Political Authority

After a quarter-century marked by anti-politics from both the right 
and the left, OECD societies today seem to have lost their capacity 
for collective agency. There is widespread lament over the erosion 
of social cohesion and a general surrender to an uncanny sense of 
disorientation. Popular authoritarianism emerges as an expres-
sion of rage over loss in these „dark times“—times in which human 
existence appears to have no place.

When everything becomes politics, then nothing remains political. 
A politics of politics might offer a counterbalance to society’s 
rampant authoritarianism—anchoring it in the authority of politics 
itself. But who still believes in this? And who is willing to forgo sim-
ply being right?

Respondent 	 Julian Hofmann
Moderator 	 Edith Seifert

Destructiveness in the New Authoritarianism
Socio-Psychological Perspectives

Classic studies on authoritarianism have examined the relation-
ship between societal conditions and psychic dispositions from a 
socio-psychological standpoint. To this day, analyzing the interplay 
between these dimensions remains conceptually challenging. 
Moreover, the manifestations of authoritarianism have in part 
changed significantly—where once submissive compliance stood 
at the center, we now witness the rise of ideologies of enforced 
self-empowerment.

From a psychodynamic perspective, specific forms of psychic 
defense play a central role. These include not only the projection 
of one’s own aggression onto scapegoats and persecutors, but 
also the projection of dependency. What are the implications of this 
authoritarian defense against dependency and limitation for the 
shaping of the future and for generativity?

Respondent	 Egon Garstick
Moderator	 Daniel Binswanger



Keynote: 
Ida Dominijanni

SATURDAY, 29.11.25� 09.30 –11.00BLOCK 2
Patriarchy and the Politics of Horror

Forbidden Mourning: 
Endless Wars and the Melancholy of Politics

Is there a connection between the crisis of politics and the work of 
mourning in our time—an era in which pandemics and wars multi-
ply the number of victims, while institutional politics appears capa-
ble only of oversaturating loss with violence, as grassroots politics 
struggles to transform mourning into awareness and rebellion?

This contradiction raises critical questions about the spectral con-
dition of modern politics, the state‘s practices of censoring and hier-
archizing grief, and the shifts in the social ritualization of mourning 
brought about by the COVID pandemic.

How might the generative force of loss be reawakened—against a 
neoliberal rationality that is structurally rooted in the repression of 
loss, and in its replacement by the imperatives of production, con-
sumption, and pleasure?

Respondents	 Camilla Croce, Adam Lipszyc
Moderator 	 Julian Schlack

Keynote: 
Felix Stalder

SATURDAY, 29.11.25� 11.30 –13.00BLOCK 3
Digitality and Complexity

Communication Without a Subject

When we interact with “generative artificial intelligence”—a chat-
bot, for instance—the form feels familiar: two subjects engaging 
in dialogue through question and response. To many users, the AI 
appears as a second subject—a friend, an expert, even a therapist.

In my presentation, I will argue that this impression is an illusion, a 
suggestion produced by interface design. What is actually taking 
place is communication without subjects. Within these systems, the 
user is conceived as a dividuum—a recombinable cluster of partial 
traits—while the generative AI constitutes a situational actualiza-
tion of a collective field of possibilities. Its mode of interaction fol-
lows a behaviorist logic, in which reflexivity plays no part.

From a media-theoretical perspective, this marks yet another—per-
haps decisive—step in a particular mode of subjectivation under 
digital conditions, one that yields forms radically distinct from those 
of humanist modernity.

Respondents 	 Patrick Landman, Edith Seifert
Moderator 	 Markus Fäh



Keynote: 
Elisabeth Bronfen

Keynote: 
Patricia Gherovici

SATURDAY, 29.11.25� 14.30 – 16.00

SATURDAY, 29.11.25� 16.30 –18.00
 
 

BLOCK 4
Narrative, Drive, and Politics

BLOCK 5
Gender Discourse and Femininity in 

Contemporary Society

Donald Trump: Con Artist or Sorcerer?

There is no denying it: the 47th President of the United States, with 
his flamboyant public performances, strikes a cultural nerve and si-
multaneously serves as a symptom of the malaise that pervades our 
contemporary world. Fittingly, the title of Maggie Haberman’s biog-
raphy reads Confidence Man: The Making of Donald Trump and the 
Breaking of America. What does the fascination with “weaving,” “al-
ternative facts,” emotionally charged rants, and the transformation 
of political events into entertainment—as emblematic of the current 
American administration—reveal about the desires and anxieties of 
our time? What lies at the core of the charisma and affective power 
of a government that turns official diplomatic encounters into “great 
TV”? What becomes of trust and confidence in a political discourse 
that deliberately inverts the relation between truth and falsehood? 
Are our inherited conceptual frameworks still adequate for under-
standing this transformation of the public sphere? And if not, what 
narratives might prove capable of resisting—or reconfiguring—this 
confidence game in a sustainable way?

Respondents 	 Salome Lienert, Christian Kläui
Moderator 	 Karl-Josef Pazzini

Psychoanalysis and the Political: Listening to the Trans  
Experience Between Neutrality and Commitment

This presentation explores the longstanding question of psychoanal-
ysis’s relation to the political. Is psychoanalysis inherently political, 
or does it require a suspension of political commitments to preserve 
analytic neutrality? Rather than framing neutrality and activism as 
opposing poles, I propose a “third position”—an analytic stance 
that resists both detachment and overt ideological engagement. 
Drawing on clinical work with gender- and sexually non-conforming 
analysands, I argue that the trans experience does not simply invoke 
everyday politics but confronts the Political as such—the structural 
and unconscious dimensions of power, identity, and difference. 
Through selected clinical vignettes, I will show how psychoanalytic 
listening can serve as a form of ideological critique, attuned to the 
Political without collapsing into partisanship.

Respondents	 Andjela Samardzic, Max Kleiner
Moderation 	 Mai Wegener



Heinz Bude

(b. 1954) is a sociologist and member of the early Boomer genera-
tion. From 2000 to 2023, he served as Professor of Macrosociolo-
gy at the University of Kassel. Since October 2020, he has been the 
founding director of the Documenta Institute in Kassel.
 

Ida Dominijanni

Political scientist, essayist, and journalist; member of the Centre for 
State Reform (CRS) in Rome and of the Diotima collective of wom-
en philosophers in Verona. Among her publications: Il Trucco. Ses-
sualità e biopolitica nella fine di Berlusconi (2014), Un archivio. L’11  
settembre, la war on terror, la caccia ai virus (2021).

Elisabeth Bronfen

Prof. Dr., cultural theorist, author, and independent curator.  
Professor emerita at the University of Zurich and Global Distin-
guished Professor at New York University. Her research focuses 
include literature and visual culture, American cultural studies,  
femininity, and death.

Vera King

Director of the Sigmund Freud Institute and Professor of Psycho-
analytic Social Psychology and Sociology at Goethe University 
Frankfurt. Formerly Professor of Socialization and Developmental 
Research at the University of Hamburg.

Felix Stalder

Professor at the Zurich University of the Arts, where he teaches  
“Digital Culture.” Principal investigator of the research project  
Latent Spaces: Performing Ambiguous Data (2021–24). Member of 
the board of the World Information Institute in Vienna.

Patricia Gherovici

Psychoanalyst, supervisor, and recipient of the Sigourney Award. 
Author of numerous monographs, including The Puerto Rican 
Syndrome (winner of the Gradiva Award and the Boyer Prize). Most 
recently: Psychoanalysis, Gender and Sexualities: From Feminism to 
Trans (2023).



Daniel Binswanger 

Co-editor-in-chief of Die Republik  
magazine. Political commentator and  
cultural journalist.

Camilla Croce 

Psychoanalyst, philosopher, and lecturer 
at Leuphana University; co-editor of the 
journal RISS.

Markus Fäh

Psychoanalyst, coach, and organizational 
consultant in Zurich. Privatdozent at the  
Sigmund Freud Private Universities in  
Vienna and Berlin. Author, most recently,  
of «Trieb und Ödipus» (2021).

Egon Garstick

Psychoanalytic psychotherapist,  
supervisor, author, and seminar leader  
at the Psychoanalytic Seminar Zurich.

Julian Hofmann

Research associate at the Department of 
Philosophy, University of Zurich, and a  
psychoanalytic psychotherapist.

Christian Kläui

Dr. med., psychiatrist and psychoanalyst 
based in Basel. Author of several books, 
including Psychoanalytisches Arbeiten. Für 
eine Theorie der Praxis (2008; 3rd ed. 2015).

Max Kleiner

Dipl.-Psych., psychoanalyst and psycho- 
therapist in Horb am Neckar; formerly  
active for many years with Projekt März  
in Hamburg.

Patrick Landman 

Psychoanalyst, psychiatrist, and jurist.  
President of Stop DSM and former  
president of Espace Analytique. 

Salome Lienert 

Lic. phil., psychoanalyst in private practice 
in Zurich.

Adam Lipszyc 

Prof. Dr., Director of the Psychoanalytic 
Center at the Institute of Philosophy  
and Sociology of the Polish Academy of 
Sciences in Warsaw.

Karl-Josef Pazzini

Psychoanalyst, supervisor, and consultant 
in Berlin. Until 2014, Professor of  
Educational Theory and Fine Arts at the 
University of Hamburg.

Andjela Samardzic

Psychoanalyst and supervisor based in  
Zurich; on the Board of Pulsion,  
International Institute of Psychoanalysis  
and Psychoanalytic Psychosomatics,  
New York.

Julian Schlack 

Psychologist and psychoanalyst  
for children, adolescents, and adults  
in Zurich.

Edith Seifert

Dr. habil., psychoanalyst and supervisor 
based in Berlin; university lecturer.

Mai Wegener

Dr. phil., psychoanalyst, cultural theorist, 
and lecturer at TU Berlin; co-editor of the 
journal RISS.

Roni Weissberg

Psychoanalyst, psychotherapist, and  
supervisor in private practice in Zurich. 
Author of „Hass in der psychoanalytischen 
therapeutischen Praxis“, in Riss,  
Materialien, Vol. 5, 2020.


